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THE TOWN TWINNING

The city of Mooresville is located in the state of
North Carolina in the USA. Since June 7th, 2002, there has
been an official town twinning with Hockenheim.

At that time, Hockenheim’s retired Mayor Gustav Schrank
and Mooresville Mayor Al Jones exchanged the
partnership certificate in the citizens’ hall of the

Hockenheim town hall. With the certificate, both cities,
known for motorsport, affirm their friendly connection.

The partnership involves municipal-political and cultural
exchange. The encounter of students and young
people is of particular importance. The first student
exchange between Mooresville High School and the
Carl-Friedrich-Gauf3-Gymnasium took place in 2004.

Through the town twinning with Mooresville, Hockenheim
is part of the so-called Sister Cities International.
This is a non-profit network. The association promotes
citizen understanding between American and
foreign municipalities.

Mooresville
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REASON FOR THE VISIT FROM MOORESVILLE

On the occasion of the Hockenheim city anniversary, the three
partner cities of Hockenheim were invited to the 1.250th-anniversary
celebrations in June 2019. These were the French Commercy,
the German Hohenstein-Ernstthal, and the American Mooresville.
Representatives from all three cities came and celebrated
with Hockenheim.

In 2022, a return invitation came from Mooresville to Hockenheim
to celebrate their 150th city anniversary with them in 2023.

The invitation was gladly accepted, and Mayor Thomas Jakob-Lichtenberg

then initiated the first organizational steps. Gradually, a plan was
formed on how and with whom to plan this trip to realize the visit to
Mooresville from October 1stto 8th, 2023.

Beforehand, there were several preliminary meetings
with the participants to exchange information and be
prepared for all eventualities.
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THE HOCKENHEIM DELEGATION

Under the leadership of Hockenheim’s Mayor Thomas Jakob-Lichtenberg
and his wife Brigitte Vélker, the travel group consisted of a representative from
each faction represented in the municipal council.

For the CDU, City Councilor Patrick Stypa, accompanied by his sister
Sabine Wesche; for the Free Voters, City Councilor Jochen Vetter; for Alliance 90/
The Greens, City Councilor Larissa Rotter; for the SPD, City Councilor
Marina Nottbohm, accompanied by her husband Klaus Nottbohm; and for
the FDP, City Councilor Frank Kécher-Hohn with his son Paul.

A school and cultural delegation was also essential. It consisted of
Principal Anja Kaiser and teacher Elke Schinko from the
Carl-Friedrich-Gauf3-Gymnasium. Representing the Hockenheim Art
Association, Christian Kramberg traveled with his wife
Dagmar Kramberg. Furthermore, Norbert and Christine Langer,
who had hosted a guest from Mooresville at the Hockenheim

city anniversary in 2019, were part of the group.
Thus, a total of 16 people visited Mooresville
as the Hockenheim delegation.
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i B 7 " TRAVEL Pl.ANNlNG AND PROGRAM
et 5 '
\)C, The Hockenheim delegation met early on Sunday.morning at 6: OO am
e W R at the Hockenheim Town Hall to take a bus together to Frankfurt Airport.
e L2 : The flight route began-in Frankfurt, went via Munich to*Charlotte/NC,
= A cam\ri:{ -4 where the delegation was received by Serena, Rupa, and Murdoch.
ok -
oo B s C > C o 4 From the airport, they continued by bus to Mooresville. There, the hosts
. U s o P were waiting for their Hockenheim guests. After a hearty welcome, there
o7 we o ooty S s W was a joint dinner at the ,Barcelona” restaurant. The-evening concluded
aiR oy MM B with‘plenty of soft drinks and good food, and everyone then went with
ust e, LARISSA e their hosts to their respective accommodations for the week.
‘ ¥ - . .
- The next morning, the well-planned program for the coming week

began, which had already been communicatéd to the delegation
in advance. The program for the next five days was organized by
the Sister City Committee under the leadership of Marian Lytle. ,
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MOOR_ESVILLE'AN.D LAKE NORMAN

Mooresville itself is a small town in the USA, located in Iredell County,
North Carolina, with a current population of about 52,000 people

and-an area of about 38 km2. The town is situated on the northeastern

shore of Lake Norman, approximately 40 kilometers north of Charlotte.

In the mid-18th century, predominantly British, Irish, and German settlers
moved here and began planting cotton. In 1856, the place was
developed by the railway. In 1873, the small town was founded on the
initiative of farmer John Franklin Moore, and it has borne his name

: ever since.

Lake Norman was created between 1959 and*1964 during the
- construction of the Cowans Ford Dam by the energy supplier Duke

. Power and is the largest man-made lake in the state of North Carolina.

The coastline is 867 km long, and the surface area is over 80 km2.

This lake prowdes electricity to the Piedmont region of both the Carolina
states, North and South Carolina. The hydroelectric power plants and
pumping stations at Cowans Ford supply cooling water to the Marshalll

Steam Station and McGuire:Nuclear Station to cool the turbines.

It also supplies drinking water to Lincoln County, Mooresville, Charlotte,

and other communities in Mecklenburg County.

Together with the state of North Carolina, Duke Power established the
- Lake Norman State Park on the shores of the lake. In addition,
"~ two fishing areas and- eight boat docks were built along the shore of
the lake. Pepular fish species for angling in.the lake are mainly
cqfﬁsh and perch-like fish. :

The lake is of grea’r ecohomic importance to the region. Many

* communities around the lake have built holiday resorts and residential

complexes on the shore, attracting many people and offering
count|ess types of water sporfs. :
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DAILY MEETING POINT

The starting point for the daily programs was the city library.
In its parking lot, a special symbol of the connection with
Hockenheim can be found.

A beautifully looking flower tower, along with an explanatory
plaque, indicates the friendship and town twinning between
Mooresville and Hockenheim, which is now over
twenty years old.
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SMALL CITY PARK

Located on the main street of Mooresville,
opposite the art gallery, with an information
board about the namesake of the city.

The park is beautifully planted and suitably
arranged with autumnal pumpkin decorations.
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The Hockenheim Delegation from left: Brigitte Vlker, Thomas Jakob-Lichtenberg,
Frank Kécher-Hohn, Larissa Retter, Elke Schinko, Klaus Nottbohm, Paul Hohn,

Christine Langer, Norbert Larger, Christian Kramberg, Dagmar Kramberg, |

Sabine Wesche, Patrick Stypa, Marina Nottbohm, Jochen Vetter, Anja Kaiser




SCHOOL VISIT NO. 1

The administration of Langtree Charter Upper
School welcomed the Hockenheim delegation
and showed them around the school.

Mayor Thomas Jakob-Lichtenberg, Principal
Anja Kaiser from the Carl-Friedrich-Gauf3-
Gymnasium and department head Elke Schinko
held discussions about a future student

exchange program.
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FIRST OFFICIAL RECEPTION

The first official reception by Mayor Miles Atkins took place in the M’Art Depot art gallery,
where Mayor Thomas Jakob-Lichtenberg, along with city councilors and
the chairman of the art association, Christian Kramberg, presented a painting by
a Hockenheim artist as a guest gift.
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HOCKENHEIM ART

The Hockenheim artist Nina Kruser created
the painting featuring motifs from
Hockenheim, such as the water tower,
the Hockenheimring, and the typically s ol

German white asparagus. T

In the luggage of the art association
chairman Christian Kramberg were

additional paintings by Hockenheim artists, “ y
which will now enrich the great art o HELS
exhibition in Mooresville in the _— fﬁ

near future. f#
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The Hockenheim delegation, along with their hosts and
Ed Cedeno, was invited o a concert rehearsal of
the Lake Norman Phitharmonic: Afterwards, they had a
meal together, which was enjoyed in a typical

american style.
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B o gl SCHOOL VISIT NO. 2

The Mooresville High School was the second school visited by the
Hockenheim delegation for inspection. '

Here too, there was consideration of a future student exchange
with Hockenheim. The large and well-equipped rooms for music rehearsals
and physical education were impressive.
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i
STREET FOOD FESTIVAL WITH BEER TASTING

The Hockenheim delegation was invited to a beer
tasting from various microbreweries as part
of the Street Food Festival in Mooresville, followed
by an award ceremony for the winners.
It was certainly a tasty and refreshing experience!
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NC AUTO RACING WALK OF FAME

" During the étoy of the Hockenheim delegation, the WALK of FAME in
' Mooresville received two new honorary stones.

+In addition, there was a classic car exhibition on the main street,
where honors for Roger Penske and Edsel Ford were proclaimed.
Afterward, there was an invitation for a communal meal.
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"VIDEO ANIMATION AND EVENING EVENT

& = At the Charles Mack Citizen Center, before the honors, there was
= an impressive video animation about NASCAR and its most famous
i drivers with their teams.

In the evening, at Mooresville’s Liberty Park, there was a concert by
~the very well-known country band in the USA, ,Diamond Rio”.
3 It was a great experience for the Hockenheim delegation.
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THE MOORESVILLE MUSEUM

AT e Located in the heart of downtown is the Mooresville Museum.

T = The Hockenheim delegation and their hosts received a very
informative and interesting tour through the history of Mooresville.
There are many old and historical items to discover there, ranging
from gum vending machines and typesetting drawers to uniforms,
and even a safe belonging to the town’s founder, Moore.
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COMPANY TOURS AROUND MOORESVILLE

Starting with a visit to the German-origin company
Weinig Holz-Her, which manufactures woodworking
.machines, the tour continued to DeBotech, a company
that specializes in developing and manufacfurlng
carbon parts for vehicles as well as for

animal prosthetics. :
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"VISIT TO THE NASCAR TECHNICAL INSTITUTE

As with the first visit of a Hockenheim delegation in 2003, the facility was toured .
this time as well. Participants were shown everything related o NASCAR,

including the auto-specific training available there, which enables graduotes
to later join NASCAR teams.

At the end, Mayor Jakob-Lichtenberg signed the wo|| a|on95|de
many other ce|ebr|hes.
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Food - Education - Essentials - Dignity

FEEDNC FOR FOOD EDUCATION - ESSENTIALS DIGNITY

Feed NC aims to‘reduce food wasfe. By ‘collaborating with o restquran’rs wholesalers,
cooperatives, and farmers, this organization provides underprivileged individuals
with good, fresh food, as well as varicus ofher daily life essentials that would otherwise

be discarded.

The Hockenhelm delegation, led by Mayor Jakob-Lichtenberg, was impressed by the tour
and the efforts of this organization fo help those in need. As.a token of gratitude for -
the tour, a financial donation was made at the end.




THE MOORESVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT

The new building of the Mooresville Police Department is impressively large.

The Hockenheim delegation was able to see this for themselves during a tour
with Assistant Chiefs Falzone and Dyson. But it's not just the size; the technical
— 2 equipment of the local police also leaves nothing to be desired.

As a farewell, each participant received a small bag with gifts.
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Since Mooresville is very large in terms of areq, the city has not just one fire station
but six stations spread across the entire city. We had the opportunity to visit Fire Station No. 6,
and a few brave individuals even dared to climb the extendable ladder to dizzying heights.

As with the police, there was also a small bag with gifts as a souvenir of the visit .



REID MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

The church was built around 1882 and is located just outside the downtown
area of Mooresville. It is a modest neo-Gothic church, which retained its
original appearance even after an exterior renovation in 1941.

It remains a historic connection as the only African American Presbyterian
church and one of the few small Gothic revival-influenced churches
in the Mooresville area and the greater Iredell County. Therefore,
the church is also suitable for listing in the National Register of Historic
Places due to its local significance in the realm of ethnic heritage,
being historically the first and only surviving African American Presbyterian
congregation in Mooresville.

From its founding to the present day, the church continues to be an
important gathering place for the African American community in
Mooresville and Iredell County. Following racial segregation in the 1950s,
the church played a central role in the social fabric of the local

African American community. It even served as the headquarters of the
South Iredell County Chapter of the NAACP.
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JOYFUL GATHERING

On one hand, there was a private invitation for the Hockenheim
guests from Murdoch Morrison and his wife Melody to an
Open House party, offering an opportunity for getting to know
each other and exchanging ideas.

On the other hand, on the last day of the Mooresville visit, there
was a municipal picnic invitation to Willow Valley Park, where
the Mooresville Fire Department grilled delicious hot dogs
and hamburgers for the Hockenheimers and their hosts.
With refreshing drinks, it was still warm enough in early October
to sit together in polo shirts or T-shirts without jackets.
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RICHARD’S COFFEE SHOP

The Welcome Home Veterans Military Museum at Richard’s Coffee Shop is a public meeting place, a support system, a vibrant military
museum, a gift shop, a restaurant, and a nonprofit organization dedicated to honoring and advocating for America’s veterans,
active service personnel, and emergency services staff, located in downtown Mooresville.

This extraordinary place was founded by Richard Warren, a Vietnam War fighter pilot in the U.S. Army, who opened the shop in 1995.
Due to his background, Richard placed great importance on greeting every veteran who entered the shop with the traditional
veteran’s welcome, , Welcome Home.”

Richard also had a long-standing good relationship with Hockenheim, long before the actual town twinning with Mooresville.
During his posting as a soldier from nearby Schwetzmge,n, he often made his way to Hockenheim, as he found the best cake there.
~ Sadly, he passed away in May 2009.
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MOORESVILLE SKATEPARK

To assess whether the new Hockenheim skatepark can somewhat
compare to that of Mooresville, some Hockenheimers naturally visited it.
It was newly completed and inaugurated towards the end of 2022.

As is typical in the USA, the Mooresville Skatepark is significantly
larger compared to the Hockenheim Skatepark. Unfortunately;
none of the Hockenheim delegation could fest the facility, as no

suitable skateboard was available. However, it can be said that it has
: become a great recreational facility for the local youth.
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HOMECOMING

It is an annual tradition at universities, high schools and colleges across
the United States. This celebratory event usually includes a banquet,
football, basketball or ice hockey game in honor of former students

in late September or early October.

In this case, the Hockenheim delegation was invited to the Blue Devils
football game from Mooresville High School, which they
watched with great interest and were able to familiarize themselves
with the rules of the game of American football.
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Every spring and autumn, the ,Uncorked & Artsy” street festival in Mooresville uncorks bottles
of wine. With wine and beer tastings in shops, an art walk where local regional artists
display and sell their works along Broad Street and Main Street, live music, shop specialties,
and light appetizers served both in the shops and outdoors on the sidewalks, visitors are drawn
into the downtown area.

A ticket includes 16 tastings and a souvenir glass from Downtown Uncorked & Artsy.
Admission to the art and live music performances is free, and
a portion of the tasting proceeds benefits Mooresville Arts.
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A beer bar located in the heart of downtown
Mooresville. The bar’s website states,
,Without a wide selection, we wouldn’t be a true
tap house — we have 23 taps with craft beers
and cider from small, independent breweries and
cider houses, mainly from North Carolina.”

The Hockenheim visitors saw this for themselves
and spontaneously conducted a tasting session.
Unfortunately, none of the attendees managed
to try all 23 varieties.
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— | HISTORICAL
: HD( KENHEIM L Exactly twenty years ago, the first official delegation from
| ——— Hockenheim visited the new American partner city of
Grofi Chance i T a Ehenen Kurz + biindig Mooresville. Here is the report from October 25th, 2003,
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:""'""".':f""“‘"'-_"'“'”_ in the Hockenheimer newspaper, featuring a picture of the
: partnership agreement signed by the two mayors,
Al Jones and Gustav Schrank.

I
lllll o4 Eond id g rich
rprea Dot foigs
u.- &

a1
el osiar Pt ek Sipitae.
|ﬂ-| e P e T
Fiidemywin Svw Kok vwn Carl-Frsd-
PP T ——
[Ty, Sy i —
Urivhsingeg in Marrend b v 49
Hebrme.mien Girn B4 7ok Gn Sl
Carsitm, Aaio Baong Wl o Feme s
Turlik i ll.l.il‘:nl.h'u_ =

The other two pictures show the Lowes Motorspeedway
in Charlotte, which the Hockenheimer delegation had the
opportunity to visit during the then ongoing , CocaCola500”
race. For all participants, it was a special experience
to witness a NASCAR race live.
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DELEGATION 2003

The Hockenheim delegation consisted
of the following individuals.
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Picture above from left to right:

Verena Koch, e — e
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The displayed showcase with many items from and
related to Hockenheim is located in the
Charles Mack Citizen Center in Mooresville.

Richhefir 707
Bargerebené

. bt 85

-

[ 1%
: * Kk *
. prrer e
e T '_—F-Ih--h-"-'-brd‘h : ;
-\lmul'\l-"_ﬁ-“-
P
fiar Hockenhelm in USA §
: YRt ol s Mo AT
1de “ fh e g 4-,-.:&:141,:':." :-..r.qu":nn
Wl—.-r!:u". ‘,-J~:,1-.|.".|n-|\|_1A,. : ; 3.
i W ,
prararE
GRriTEN
Al dich . Fiddi :
E50, Sty ""."""‘-ﬂm.h b
&, Mo ,'”hdhnuwu Mri:pmu_ Emnmmﬂ : £
| £ r— 54, hat e St Wrgesdlich e Hesagch R el i) e, ¢
der Liinig von BT tater Theimas. Jatiot £ pge PR e g o)
perodt e 4 Virnser Mogepy !b’@mt Schli
| ' r - el .-’:..
R Do ar - - e, ' -
bt M e ' it 41 st | T : :
amas. CRIC LR AP TR s e e - FIN e T g e Eer




N e o R S e st 0 o N A

'J'-.!s.g*{_l'ﬁ:jir'" ':E "'I:"‘";‘.'ELE?;, amm‘l&!'i “u:ﬂwdrmﬂmm.lﬁj

Tl l g Py [ "
r 1 "i‘ et - - "' J'h ary
.1 - : - .n.. -I"‘h"-..‘- ] . - L w i,
. ~hormtPEpn A gt T ST =
:
o ’
-
THANK YOU 4R

A heartfelt thank you to all those responsible and involved in organizing and moklng
the Hockenheim delegation’s stay in Mooresville possible. Thanks also to the companies based i’ mr 2
Mooresville, as well as the local police and fire department, who opened. their doors for a vnsn’r i3
and provided insights into their daily lives.
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It was an eventful week in which many new friendships were forged and old ones were renewed,
in keeping with the Sister City relationship between the two cities.
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SalrsEe IMAGES 0|= THE USA TRIP FROM THE 1STTO THE 8TH OCTOBER 2023

" 4 ek g i A \ The Hockenheim delegation from left:

s RN *.h *S$1 " Jochen Vetter, Patrick Stypa, Thomas Jakob-Lichtenberg, Frank Kécher-Hohn,
! S SRErnY i\ * J Paul Hohn, Norbert Langer, Larissa Rotter, Christine Langer, Marina Nottbohm,
‘-_'_".-1 e N T ‘H"' ‘-a-':'l' Klaus Nottbohm, Elke Schinko, Anja Kaiser, Brigitte Volker;
PR MO i R mlssmg in the picture Christian and Dagmar Kramberg, Sabine Wesche.
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